Chapter III

SOCIETY

The social organisation evolved by the Indian colonists in
their new homes can only be dimly perceived. But enough
remains to show that definite and deliberate attempts were
made to introduce the Hindu social fabric, though they did not
meet with as complete a success as in the case of religion.

The fundamental basis of the Hindu society, and one which
distinguishes it from all other known societies, is the system
of caste. That this was introduced in Java, Madura, and
Sumatra is clear from the occurrence of the word " Caturvarna"
in early records, and frequent reference to the Brahmanas,
Ksatriyas, Vai^yas, and Sudras in literature and inscriptions.11
It will be, however, too much to assume that this caste-system
was the same as is prevalent in Hindu society to-day, and we
are not sure if the caste-system there meant anything more
than a theoretical recognition of the division of the people into
four grades. But, then, it is necessary to remember that the
same was also the case in at least many parts of India in earlier
times, and that the influence of Buddhism and Tantrik religion
obliterated the distinctions of caste to a considerable degree
in later periods. It is, therefore, difficult to draw a sharp line
of distinction between the system of caste in Java and that in
India.

This view is strengthened by the fact that the Indian caste-
system, such, for example, as is described in Manu-samhita,

i. The four. castes are named in the copper-plate grant of
Keboan-Pasar in Eastern Java, dated AJD. 873 (O.J.O., Vol. IX), the
Sidokata grant, dated A.D. 1323 (J.GJ.S., Vol. II, p. 131), and the
Padang Roco (Sumatra) Inscription of king Krtanagara, dated A.D. 1286
(Part I, p. 299),

For Madura, cf, Congres I, pp. 262-3.